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heboid, le cometh ‘witty Clouds j and every Eye Jhall fie 
hm, am they alfo which pierced him ; md all - kindreds of 

the Earth foal! wail becaufe of him. Even fo Amen. 

Sc. John* 
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REVELATIONS iii, 22. 

• ‘ 

He that hath an ear * let him hear what th# Spirit faith unto 

the Churches * * 

% 

1 

T HIS book is the revelation, which God gave unto 
his Son, and which he Tent and fignified by his 
angel unto his fervant John, in the ifland of Patinos,- 
to which, for the word of God and the teftimony of Je- 
hjs, he was banilhed by Domitian, which is fuppofed to 
have been about the year 96. 

This book -contains a wounderful vifion that St. 
John had, which opened to him, while he was in the 
fpirit on the Lord’s day: It opened with a great voice, 
as of a trumpet, and with a rrioft magniflcient appear- 
ance of our bleffsd Lord, holding feven ftars in his 
tight hand, and walking In the midft of feven golden 
tandlefticks, which being too much for mortal eye to 
endure, John fell at his feet as dead ; but our Lord 
recovered him, and bid him write the things that he 
revealed. 

* « 

And firft we have feven rileiTengcrs to the feven 
Churches in Ana. 

Thefe epiltles agree much in their general form, but 
in the matter or addrefs vary according as the ftate ofthe 
thurches varied, to whom they were inferibed ; and yet 
often what \(-as faid to one church agreed to otheis. 

In each epiftle he, who walks amidft the gold 
candleiiicks, affures the churches. that he knows then 
works; Our Lord commends every churchexceptthac 
thcLaodiceanS,for fomething he found good among th e 
and reproved every church, except that in Philadclpg 

w vyhat he found bad among them. 
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By the moll awful threatenings he warm the remifs' j, 
and by the moft glorious promifes he encourages the faith- 
ful. The wonderful titles of our Lord, in thefe epiftles 
feem to agree to the particular ftate of the churches to 
which they were fent. Each epiftle was dire&ed to the 
angel of the church, that is, to the minifter, who Teems 
to beconfidered as a repreletative of the whole church; 
and yet forae things in thefe epiftles might be peculiar- 
ly applicable" to the minifter himfelf. In the 'dole of 
each epiftle we have the folemri injunction in our text : 
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the fpirit faith 
unto the churches. 

That is, let him hear with all attention ; God plant- 
ed the ear for this purpOf$ and he that does nbt im- 
prove it in this manner will foon with that he never 
had an ear. Let him hear what the glorious Immanual, 
the prince of life faith ; this is he. which liveth and was 
dead and is alive forever more, and hath the keys of hell 
and death; this is alfo lie Which hath the Iharp fword 
with two edges ; let him hear what he faith ; his voice 
is as the found of many waters ; let him hear what he 
faith in his providencrs-~what he faith by his fpirit in 
his word, and let him hear what he faith in thefe epiftles 
to the ieven churches in A fia ; let him hear with the ear, 
underftand with the heart, and make rtjigion the life of 
his foul. Bin as the contents- of thefe epiftles are of 
general concernment to all churches to the end of the 
world; t hint, let her, let every one that hath ah ear 
hear what the fpirit faith to the churches in the prefetlt 
day ; what he faith by W3y of commendation, by way 
of reproof, by way of counfel, ,by way of threatening* 
and by- way of encouragement to the faithful. 

I. By way of commendation. 

Are there any minifters, churches or private chriftisns 
that have borne, that hav^ patience, and for Chrifl/s 
name fake, have laboured and have not Tainted ; who 
cannot bear them which are evil, who have tried thetfi 
which fay they arc apoftles and are not, arid who hit* 
the corrupt" deeds of the Nicholaitans, arid the doftrine^ 

■ of' 
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Balaam*, to you he faith, I know thy, works, and thy. 

labour, arid thy patience, 

Are there any endowed 'frith true poverty of fpirir, 
and it may be poor in this world’s goods, to you he 
faith, butthoqart rich. ' Are there thole who have 
followed Chrift, where (Thrift and the wbrld have.jpart- 
ed, arid lo have not denied his name ; ' to vou he faith, 
hecaufe thdu haft kept the word of my truth, ‘ I alfo 
will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which Avail 
qome upon all the world, to try thfcm which dwell upon 
the earth. - ' • ' • • ; " • " 

^ j A ^ ^ - j # 

II Let’ us hear what the fpirit faith to the' churches 

" • «. -•••*..* t t ^ . -X \ • * 1 ' 

in this land, by way of reproof and counft). 

Jfweconfider our awful declenfions in religion; if 
we confider the righteous frowns of heaven upon us, wc 

.« v-, ‘y j- Q. . . • *i. - ^ ' X ' 9 ‘ 

fhall apprehend' that wehearourLorafpeaking to us as he 
did to the church of' Ephefus; I have fomewhat againft 
thee, becaufe thou haft left thy' firft lov.ej remember 
therefore from whence thou art fallen and repent, and 
do the firft works . . Let alt declining chriftians look 
back and fee the abatement of their former love and 
2eal for the glorious Immanuel ■, let them compare their 
prefent ftate with the former, and fay how much more 
comfortable it was with them then than now ; let them 
inwardly, grieve arid mourn before God, arid go back 
ftep by ftep, till they have gained th& ground they have 
loft, and do the firft works again. Let them watch and 
pray and ftrive to keep their heart with all diligence, as 
much as they did before. 

Let many broteftantchurches remember from whence 

they have fallen within a century pSft ; for the proof of 
this compare thefpirit of their latterand former writings. 
Let particular churches in this land remember'their de- 
clenfions fince they were firft planted, and even within 
thirty years paft, when the unclean fpirit feenied, for a. 
feafon, to be going out of the land ; but now he hath 
taken to himfelf feven fpirits more wicked than the 

# - XT ^ r | ^ 

firft^ who enter in and dwell among us. Yea, Jet us 
back to the chucches in the apoftks days, confider 

she* 
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heir love, zeal and purity, and comparing our prefect; 
ftate with theirs, let us remember how- grieypufly we 
havefallen,and repent and do the firft works'. Then were 
fewer Hypocrites in the churches ; profeffors had reli- 
gion at heart ; Chrift dyvelt among them, and addition? ‘ 
were made to them daily of fuch as fhould be favtd. , 
Then jhow. holy ! How humble ! How meek ! How , 
patient ! 'How prayerful! How heavenly minded were, 
chiiftians ! But alas, even in John’s! time, many began 
td 'decline, as' appears by cur Lord’s rebukes in thefe 
feyen epiftles. And though there have been feveral re- 
vivals in the church fince, yet alas, how have we fallen 

from the premitive purity ! How cold is our love to ' 
Chrift arid to fouls ! How dull our devotions! How 
languid our zeal! What pride, -malice and hypocrify 
prevail among us! Whi}e many have been careful to 
tithe mint, anife and cummin, yit have omitted weighti- 
er matters. How is the -gold become dim, and the molt , 
fine gold is changed! 

For thefe things, for our woeful and amazing fecuri- 
ty , the foil of God the glorious Immanual is grieved, and 
hath-, of late in an awful degree withdrawn his holy fpi- 
rit from us, as appears- -from the general .decay of ho-, 
ly zeal in miriifters arid churches— from the awful a- 
batement of. Ipiritual life and power in the holy ordi- 
nances-- and from the growing prevalency of all kinds 
of fin and iniquity, even under the tremendous frowns of 
Jehovafi. ’ 

O Ictus remember Jerufakm •, what di ft refs and . de- 
flation came upon them for grieving away the infinite- 
ly glorious Immanual 1 What fword ! What fickiiefs ! 
What famine raged among them, till they were almoft 
extirpated from the eartlfl ' ' 

And' verily we have had fome of the fame figrts that 
proceeded their deftru&ion. They had calls, but def- 
pifed then^ •, fo have we. They were corredted, but 
hardened under the rod ; fq are we. They bit and devour-: 
ed oneanbther, making the fheckel great and theephah 

finall and inPcead of felling that which yas good, they 

' *■' ‘ ■ ■ ' fold 
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fold the refirie of their wheat ; . their commodities were 

« * . • ( J ' . IT ■ • 

corrupt and adulterated j — added to thefe, they im- 
prifoned God’s Heralds. 

They had alfo, as Jofephus relates, figns in the hea- 
vens, ftrange appearances, and particularly a “ comet 
that hung over Jerufalem, fora year together, in the 
form of a fword.” And we, for more than fifty- years 
paft, have been often warned by prodigies in the hea- 
vens, particularly that called the aurora borealis, or alight in 
the north,whichhasfometimes appeared exceeding awful, 
like ftreaks of blood and fire, {beaming from the hori- 
zon almoft or quite to the zenith: And after what 
philolophers fay concerning the natural caufe, it ftili 

remains a prodigy to all •, and is commonly faid to be 
the fore-runner of a ftorm. "We are ftili hardened, nor 
can itbeexpefted that any prodigies will reform us, while 
we hear not Mofes and the prophets. And if our. fins 
bring on us diftrefs fimilar to that on the Jews, then no 
marvel that we fee the fame figns preceeding it. 

But before the decree be gone forth ; before the glo-, 
ry of the Lord, to make hi« final departure, go up from 
the midft of us, let us repent and earneftly beieech Im- 
manual to return and dwell among us. Then fhould 
v/e fee happy days again, as we have feen before. 

III. Let us hear what the fpirit faith to the churches 
in this land, by way of threatning. 

He, v/ho is the Amen, the faithful and true witnefs, 
the beginning of the creation of God, whole eyes are as 
a flame of fire, and his feet like unto fine brafs as if 
they did burn in a furnace, whofe voice is as the found 
of many waters, and out of whofe mouth proceedeth a 
Iharp two edged fword ; he {peak's to the church in this 
land, in-accents louder than thunder ; he fays, repent, 
or I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy 
candjeftick out of his place. That is, I will unchurch, 
you, ye (hall have no minifters nor ordinances, and the 
places of worfhip ye reforted to, fhr.il enjoy their blent 
fabb ths ; and this he threatens to do quickly. 

Again he fays, repent, or.elle I will comeur.ro thee 

.quickly 
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quickly, and will fight againft them with the fword of 
my mouth \ that is I will pronounce terrible ^j»es’a- 
gainft thee, and will execute all the threatenings in my 
word, upon thee, except thou repent. 

Again he fays, becaufe thou art luke warm, and art 
neither cold nor hot, I willlfpew thee out of my mouth. 
Now remember thefe Afian churches: They, and many 
ethers, have long finee felt the frowns of the Lamb. 
But perhaps fome will'be ready to fay, ah! Immanuel 
is bent on our ruin he would deftroy us of choice. 
But no, judgment is his ftrange wofik ; he doth not af- 
fiidl willingly, nor grieve the children of men ; he Jjath 
1'vvorn by an oath, as I live faith the Lord God, I have 
no pleafure in the death of the wicked ; but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live. And as he faid to 
the church in Laodicea, he fays to his corrupt church 
in this land ; As many as I love I rebuke and challen \ 
be zealeus therefore and repent. 

Nocwithftandifig we have mod lhamefuliy left our 
firft love j nocwithftandiflg the blafphemy of fome, the 
corruption of- many, the luke- warmnefs of meft, yet 
he, the glorious Immanuel, is now drawing near and 
waiting hr our return. 

He fays, behold I ftand at the door and knock •, .If 
any maa hear my voice and open the door, 1 will come 
in to him, and willfupwitb him, and he with roe,0 how 
gentle! How wining ! How -sondefeending ! How a- 
mazing this ! Verily he mud be deafer than a done, and 
bis heart harder than adement, who is roc moved with 
it. Again, and for encouragement, he faith, to him 
that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, 
which is in the midft of the.paradifeof God;Thatis,they 
ihall partake of the full joy of heaven abovej andas 

the ttee of life is ia Eden Would have been to Adam a 

, * • 

£-c< ament of confirmation, in cafe he had dood till the 
«nd of his-trial, fothey, in the mote glorious paradife 

dull forever enjoy . the fared pledges of their 
confirmation in eternal blifs. 

4 

r ictany becaufe we are out of the church, 
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Hie fpirkfa-ih noshing to us. -Wh6ii.er you .arein-tfa 
church or out of it, if- you' ate u'rigotljy 'there is a por- 
tion for you ia the fact ed word. ; , / •' ' 


s - 
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t.- 7 <? prof ant Swear ers aad-Cu-fer f. 

Mv Friends. 

% ♦ 

If any thing can make black-— it is not lb much -the- 

colour of the ikm as the foulnefs of the tosgue and the 
b‘ackne!s.of the heart, -t mil ft tell you in the name of 
h m who h a w i the tharp bvod with two edges," and'at 
his pleafure makes it vibrate likedightning chtdugh his 
enemies, unlefs you repent, you are dead men ; n ay, 
damn’d men, damn'd;foreve r . If you aflc the import 
or theie words, which I fear leme have as little idea Of 
as a blind man of colours, l anfwer, eternity can, give 
their awful import ! But this I fay, all the tremendous- 
judgments upon the eld world— Upon -Sodom-— upon 

Upon Dathan and Abiran— upon the camp of 


hgypt 


the Jews 


on, all thefe and ten tho.ufand more are but the hidings 
of tint power which you, feeble worms of theduftfitti- ' 
piouily rear your heads to defy. 

Bat, firs, remember, after all your defiances which- 
you fa/ are in jeft, you will Cjon find that the, glorious 
judge is not injeft, when he fhall fay, Depart freni 
ye curftd, intaeverlejiing fire, prepared for ibe Devii and 

bis angels'! As he loved curling foietit coin*- unto 

him , — into his.bnwels like water, and like oil into his 
bones. Pfa. cix. 17, 18. Let the wife feewe the fa- 
vour of the eternal Judge, while it is tendered' iri the 
free offers of the gofpel. - ■ 


* ♦ 


2. To the GOSPEL PROFESSOR. 


S I R, 

ThGu profeffeft more than others; luffer me tbpro- 
pofe the queftion, .What doeft thou mqre than 


others ? Mat. v. 47. 


I aa- 
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I anf wer, if you hays fuch a fenfe of your own vile-' 
aels of the laws purity, of the evil of fin, of Chrift’s ex- 
cellence, of God’s glory, of the beauty of holinefi, of 
this world’s enjptinefs, of eternity’s fullnels, of hea/en’s 
joys, as excite you to admire and adore the tncompre- 
henfiblenefs of the great Jehovah, and as it were to an- 
nihilate yourielf at his feet, and if thefe views amidft 
your trials beget in you a life of faith, of holy humbie 
walk with God, looking to Jefus Chrift for grace to ena- 
ble you to repent, to believe, to love God, to forgive 
your enemies, and even to think a right thought, and 
at the fame time not trufting to your good aims, but to 
the merits of Chrift only for the acceptance of your per- 
ion and fervices with God, then you do more than 
others. And if you go on driving to apprehend that 
for which Chrift apprehended you in your effectual cal- 
ling, your reward will be greater ; for he faith, in Re- 
velations ii. 1 7. To him that overcometh will I give to 
eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white 
fifcone, and in the ftone a new name written, which no 
manknoweth, faving he that receiveth it. 

0 

$. To the generality of tbt Churches in NEW- ENGLAND- 

Brethren and Father s, 

w 1 

Church power is a fubje& on which a world of books 
have been wrote, and Teas of blood have been already 
fpilt.— — 1 would humbly cfFer a few remarks. 

In the time of the Apgfties a chnftian church eonfift- 
ed of the people, their leaders and deacons ; and every 
church had authority to govern itfelf according to the 
word of G id, and was fubjeft, as a church, to the 
.controul of no power under Chrift. Hence St. Paul 
■bids the church of Corinth to put away from among 
■themfelves that w'cked perfon. See 1 Cor. v. 13 

They had the power of excommunication in them- 
fetvcs ; and it feems t^at even the apoftlts did notprOT 
ceed in matters 4 of importance without the ccnfent of 

the brotherhood, as ; in Ads xv. 22 — 3. Then pleafed 

it 
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it the Apoftles and Elders, with the whole church, to 
Tend Chofen men of their own c mpany to Antioch. See 
alfo Afo i. 1 5 to the end-rand Afts vi. 3. And while' 
love like the lpirit in the living creatures animated the 
Apoftles, Elders and Brethren, they each went ftraight 
forward. Then they were ftrong 5 nor did they appre* 
hend any need of leaning upon others. 

But fome time after their love and zeal were abated, 1 
all authority was refigtied to the ecdefiafticks; and the 
Pope tyran’.fcd with dreadful Iway •, and now the 
Church groaned under bondage tn Babylon for feveral 
ages. Thus, wfiat the Lord Chrift gave to his chur- 
ches, to ufe for their peace and edification, they tamely 
refigned, and the Pope proudly affumed. But the re- 
formation led the Church partly out of this bondage : 
The Proteftants have recovered this power put of the 
hands of rhe Pope. The Epifcopalians lodged it in the 
hands of Bifhops : But the Prefbyterians went further; 
tlffcy retrieved the power out of the hands of .the Pope 
and lodged it in the hands of the Clergy and I number ' 
of Elders chofen out of the Brotherhood toaffift in go- 
verning. In this ftage of the Reformation they did 
much better than in the former. 

** Ik 

But after this, the Diffenters in England retrieved the 
authority from the Bifljops folely, and acknowledged it 
to be in the hands of the church officers, and of every 
private brother, and that none und.er Chrift fhould 
controul them. 

Thus, after long antichrifti.an tyranny, the power 
came home again to the church, and was lodged nearer 
where Chrift left it than it had been for many ages be- 
fore. This Authority went out in the decreafe of love, ' 
and in theincreafe of love it returned. 

But, O New-England churches! you have gone 
backward and not forward j you have abated of your 
love, zeal and fervency in religion, andtnftead ef lean- 
ing upon the Lord Chrift, as once, calling no n an fa- 

Inftead of 
and detcr^ 
mine 


th^r qpon earth, you truft in an a< in of fl ;> fh. 

going to God for light and ftrcngth to jud^e 



mapejrqur own matters, we go to council?, and com- 
mit Chrift, his caufe, or his people into their herds. 
Tbii privilege, the Church’s pother, is/nst to be io!d as' 
Efau fold his birthright. 

Our pious forefathers contended warmly for it in. 
Old England; — the Lord Chrift gave it them, and 
font them over to this land that they might enjoy it 
without mpleftatton ; and now will you bury the talent 
which you once prayed fo earneflly you might pofieft, 
will vou bury it in the hands of councils, and then fay 
•to the Lore), Lo, there thou baft that is thine ? Hear 
what the Lord faith, Thou wicked and flothful fervant 
Take the talent from him and caft ye the unprofitable 

darknefs, there (Kail be weeping and 


- / 


gnafoing of teetjf. . 

■0 New-England Churches, your crime in gqing back- 
ward, afterTuch marvellous deliverances, is much greater 
thanifyou had never come thus far.Ifrael were about«jrc- 
turn tqEgypt ; and you have really made prcgiefs ingoing 
back -tywhat you once disavowed apdcxclaimed againft.' 
Now?, repent and turn again fpeeddy' tP the Lord '; re- 
turn m the way of loye, faith, aoda holy taeaJ — and then 
light; courage and flrength will return to you. Then 
you will have Jefs inclination to eo.m«iit.this. (acred right 
to councils, apd they will lefs defire it ; and I believe 
thatfuch a reformation is as laudable 2 s it was for the" 
Jews to return from .Babylon to rebuild Jerufalem. 
This would embolden you to look to God for that pro- 
.te&ion in an approaching ftorm .which. he afforded to 
our forefathers. Would, you enjoy, their .bkffing, then 
proyeyourfelves their children by following them as 
they followed Chrift and his primitive churches. 

Fear not loofing temporalities in this day. 
foip is overloaded in a ftorm, it is better to throw out 
the cargo than to fink with ft. Nay, let us fear not 
them that mock, and rail, and call hard names, and 
that may kill the body i but let U9 rather fear him who 
is able, to deftroy both foul and body in hell forever. 


When 


•maintaining 


m ■ 

progrefs 



*>rogrefs in the reformation, go/orward and not b|*lc» 
wards, making due allowances fo f the change of place 
and circumftances. 


And you who are fo wife as to keep the word </ 
Chdii’s patience, he wdikeep from the hour of temp- 
tation, which will come upon all due world, to try them' 
that dwell upon the earth. Revel, iii. to. Now I be- 
ieve that they who conduft near^tt to the above line 
bell deferve the name of dyiftiansof any in New 'Eng- 
land. And oeither would Ijprofefs to be Prelbyterian, 
oraCongregatiocaiift, or any other na,m«, but by the 
grace of God to be a Chriftian, This is the line which 
recommends ids’ If, which the ftate c-f New-England 
pleads for^ and which the churches ia the days of the 
apoftlss followed. 


4 . To the whole LAND. 

My C 'u ‘my men and Brethren, 

{ befrech you. ft r the Lord’s fake, put away the Ne- 
gro {liver?} abhor all jetting with God’s holy word* 
iubnic to the glorious Immanuel, and let us hdftor him 

C _ _ t 

tha: we may be happy in his favour. 

E-fitid, September, 12, 1777. 

T H E END, 




